from the energy industry. Last year, Oklahoma ranked second only to Texas 
in drilling activity, with almost 6,500 wells drilled in the State. 

The University currently plans to house the new college in an Energy 
Center that will be built just south of Gould Hall, the current home of the 
Oklahoma Geological Survey and the School of Geology and Geophysics. 
The new structure possibly will be patterned after OU’s Dale Hall class- 
room and office buildings. 

The finished building complex, which will include Gould Hall, will 
provide classrooms and office space for the Oklahoma Geological Survey; 
the Energy Resources Center; the Oklahoma Mining and Minerals Re- 
sources Research Institute; the Schools of Geology and Geophysics, 
Meteorology, Geography, and Petroleum and Geological Engineering; a 
computer facility; the Survey’s core and sample library; and the geology 
library. 

Of the $30 million needed to build the center, the University plans to 
solicit $20 million from private sources and $10 million from State and 
federal funds. 

The plan has been well received and has garnered strong support from 
many groups. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education have 
encouraged the University to proceed as rapidly as possible with the project. 

“The next 20-25 years will be a difficult time for the nation in facing 
the energy situation,” Regent Jack Patten, of Norman, said. “It is the obli- 
gation of higher education to do what it can to seek solutions.” 
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